
 

 

 
 
 

NAVY PIER, INC. ANNOUNCES FIRST CORPORATE PARTNER TOWARD CENTENNIAL VISION 
Aon Makes 20-year Commitment to Chicago’s Lakefront Landmark 

 
CHICAGO (May 20, 2015) – Today, Navy Pier, Inc. announced Aon as its first corporate partner in 
support of its Centennial Vision. Leadership from both Navy Pier and Aon were joined by Mayor 
Emanuel this afternoon at the Mid-America Club in the Aon Center to celebrate the partnership that will 
support Chicago’s great lakefront landmark for the next 20 years.   
 
“Aon’s generous support makes a tremendous contribution to what will be a revitalized Navy Pier, and a 
world-class destination that continues to allow us to delight guests from Chicago and around the world,” 
says William J Brodsky, NPI Board Chairman. 
 
This seven figure gift makes Aon the first multi-year corporate partner of Navy Pier’s historic Grand 
Ballroom. In addition, Aon is making a 5-year commitment to the Pier’s popular summer fireworks 
series: now called “Aon Summer Fireworks” which runs Memorial Day through Labor Day, Wednesdays 
at 9:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 10:15 p.m.  
 
“Aon is supporting this dynamic and vibrant city by making a 20-year investment in one of Chicago’s 
most iconic and visited destinations by locals and tourists alike – Navy Pier,” says Greg Case, CEO of Aon. 
“The company is committed to advancing the city’s economic development and is proud to become the 
very first corporate partner supporting Navy Pier’s Centennial Vision.” 
 
Navy Pier continues to undergo a major redevelopment as part of the centennial celebration. The multi-
year effort, which began in fall 2013, will transform Navy Pier’s 50 acres of premier urban waterfront 
into a spectacular, global destination and treasure for the people of Chicago and its visitors. 
 
“Success of Navy Pier’s redevelopment plans depends on the continuous support and collaboration from 
the influential businesses that shape our city,” says Marilynn Gardner, CEO of Navy Pier. “As we 
reimagine the Pier, we will continue to seek corporate partners to fully realize our Centennial Vision for 
Chicago as well as our local, national and international guests. We are proud to have Aon on board as 
our first corporate partner.” 
 
"Today, one of Chicago’s corporate leaders is making a further commitment to investing in one of 
Chicago’s most important attractions, Navy Pier,” said Mayor Rahm Emanuel. “Navy Pier is the most 
popular tourist attraction in the entire Midwest, bringing visitors from around the region. By making this 
investment, Aon is helping to support the redevelopment of this vital attraction and our goal of 
attracting 55 million visitors to Chicago, supporting jobs and economic growth throughout our city.” 
 

More 



 

About Navy Pier Inc. 

Located on Lake Michigan, Navy Pier is the #1 leisure destination in the Midwest, welcoming nearly nine 
million visitors annually. Originally opened in 1916 as a shipping and recreation facility, this Chicago 
landmark showcases more than 50 acres of parks, restaurants, attractions, shops, sightseeing and dining 
cruise boats, exposition facilities and more. Navy Pier, Inc., a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organization, 
maintains and oversees Navy Pier and its redevelopment into a bolder, greener and more contemporary 
urban space. For more information, visit our website at www.navypier.com.   
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