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NAVY PIER APPOINTS THREE NEW BOARD MEMBERS  
AS IT CONTINUES ITS TRANSFORMATIVE REDEVELOPMENT  

 

CHICAGO – Navy Pier, one of Chicago’s more iconic non-profit organizations, today announced the election of three new 
members to its Board of Directors, Lew Collens, Brett J. Hart and Michael A. Toolis. The new additions bring unique 
perspective, strategy and experience that will continue to elevate the Pier during its transformative redevelopment to 
advance its physical assets and cultural programming.  
 
 “As we continue our multi-year redevelopment, the board of directors are an even more essential support system for the 
growth and transformation for our next 100 years,” said William J. Brodsky, Navy Pier Board Chairman. “The exceptional 
skill sets, backgrounds and energy of these three distinguished board members are a welcome addition to our dynamic and 
growing group.”  
 
Michael A. Toolis, Vice President and Regional Business Leader for Stantec Architecture, provides leadership in driving net 
revenue growth, strategic account leadership, design excellence and innovation in professional practice. As an architect, 
Toolis has nearly 40 years of experience, including leading significant architecture and design projects. Toolis is an active 
civic and industry leader who has been devoted to community philanthropy and professional mentorship throughout his 
career. He is an active board member on non-profit community organizations and foundations, and supports the University 
of Illinois Architecture Program and University of Wisconsin School of Real Estate. Toolis is certified by the National Council 
of Architectural Registration Board, is a member of the American Institute of Architects and is a LEED Accredited 
Professional. 
 
Brett J. Hart is Executive Vice President and General Counsel for United Airlines. In this role, Hart is responsible for 
managing the company’s legal and environmental affairs, corporate security, corporate real estate worldwide, government 
affairs, community affairs, and international, regulatory and policy matters for the airline. Previously, Hart served as general 
counsel and corporate secretary at Sara Lee Corporation and was a partner at Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal in 
Chicago.  Hart proudly serves as a member on several boards, including Abbvie, the Chicago Urban League, the University of 
Michigan Alumni Association, and the Obama Foundation Inclusion Council. He also serves as Chair of the Metropolitan Pier 
and Exposition Authority Board. 
 
Lew Collens is President Emeritus of Illinois Institute of Technology. Collens was the university's seventh president from 
1990 to 2007 and formerly served as Dean of its Chicago-Kent College of Law. Over the course of his career, Collens has 
served on the boards of more than 30 civic organizations and corporations. Collens currently sits on the boards of Advance 
Illinois, Auditorium Theater of Roosevelt University, The Civic Federation, J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation, Rush 
University, Tawani Foundation and WTTW.  
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Under the Pier’s new mission to offer guests dynamic and eclectic experiences through partnerships and programs, Navy 
Pier is experiencing unprecedented growth. A recent legacy gift and grants from Polk Bros. Foundation is having a 
transformative impact on the Pier’s physical assets and cultural programming, as well as support from Aon, whose gift led 
to the naming of the Aon Grand Ballroom. 
 
“Now more than ever, we rely on the direction, strategy and counsel from our trusted board members,” said Marilynn Kelly 
Gardner, President and CEO of Navy Pier, Inc. “I am thrilled that Michael, Brett and Lew, all highly-respected Chicago 
leaders, have joined us at this pivotal moment in our history.” 
 
NPI Board members are elected to three-year staggered terms. 
 
 
Navy Pier Mission Statement 

Navy Pier is the People’s Pier, Chicago’s lakefront treasure, welcoming all and offering dynamic and eclectic experiences 

through partnerships and programs that inspire discovery and wonder. 

About Navy Pier 

Located on Lake Michigan, Navy Pier is the top-attended leisure destination in the Midwest, stretching more than six city 

blocks and welcoming more than nine million guests annually. Originally opened in 1916 as a shipping and recreation 

facility, this Chicago landmark showcases more than 50 acres of parks, restaurants, attractions, retail shops, sightseeing and 

dining cruise boats, exposition facilities and more. In 2017, Navy Pier continues to celebrate its centennial with a series of 

special events and programming, year-round rides on the Centennial Wheel and ongoing pier-wide redevelopment efforts 

as part of the Centennial Vision. Navy Pier, a non-profit organization, maintains and oversees Navy Pier and its 

redevelopment into a bolder, greener and more contemporary urban space. For more information, visit our website at 

www.navypier.com.  
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